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Suggested Responses to the Equal Rights Amendment

Which Version Should I Use? 

We are horrified by the Equal Rights Amendment, both for the danger it poses to pre-born babies, and because of the damage it will do to women’s legal protections. 

However, the fact that the ERA is a bad amendment on two fronts gives us a certain advantage, which is that we don’t actually need to talk about abortion to convince people to oppose it. This is because many pro-choice feminists have also opposed the ERA because of the harm it will do to women’s rights. 

Some of our representatives do not share our pro-life views. However, they may be convinced to oppose the ERA anyway because, even if they think it would be a “win” for abortion, it would come at a cost they may not be willing to pay.

For this reason, we have written two versions of an email which you can use to contact your representatives and urge them to oppose the Equal Rights Amendment (both HJ Resolution 28, which would restart the amendment ratification process once passed by the House and Senate, and H.J. Res. 17, to remove the arbitrary deadline placed on the original ERA ratification process and any other legislation that removes the deadline for ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment, a deadline that expired in 1982).

The first version simply talks about the damage the ERA would cause to women’s rights. The second version talks about the danger to women and their children. We recommend you use the version which corresponds best to how your representatives have voted on abortion in the past. (If you’re not sure, please contact us at 253-517-7733).

Please feel free to shorten, tweak, or rewrite these letters as you see fit. They are suggestions only, and are chiefly intended to provide options depending on how you prefer to use them. If the format you’re using won’t let you add website links but you still want to use them, you can copy/paste them; they are listed on the last page of this document.

Version 1

[bookmark: _Hlk66719382]Email Subject Line: HJ 17 is an Un-Equal Rights Amendment

Dear ___________,

I am a Washington voter in _____ District, and I am writing to urge you to vote “no” on House Joint Resolutions 28 and 17 for the so-called “Equal Rights Amendment.”

The “Equal Rights Amendment” will not protect women’s rights! In fact, the ERA will undermine women’s rights! 

Written 100 years ago, before we had many laws protecting women’s interests, the ERA stipulates that there can be no differentiation in the law based on sex. Now, we have hundreds of laws protecting women and their unique interests, and the ERA would undermine those protective laws!

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg – who strongly opposed the ERA – wrote in Sex Bias in the U.S. Code that the ERA will change 800 federal laws! It would take too long to list here all the ways that legal protection for women would be harmed, but here are just a few protections which would be impacted:

· The Equal Pay Act of 1963
· The Civil Rights Act of 1964
· The Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972
· The Federal Minimum Wage Act of 1974
· The Pregnancy Nondiscrimination Act of 1964

On top of all this, it will hurt the ability of law enforcement to focus on crimes against women. 

There is a good reason why famed feminists like Eleanor Roosevelt and Dorothy Kenyon (who chaired the ACLU’s Committee on Women’s Rights) fought the ERA, and why many left-of-center organizations in their era dubbed the ERA the “Unequal Rights Amendment.” 

Whatever comes of the ERA, it won’t be worth the cost. This flawed amendment should have died in 1982, when its last extension ran out. Then, time could have been devoted to measures that will actually help advance women’s rights! Let’s not make that mistake again! 

Please vote against the Un-Equal “Equal Rights Amendment” so we can finally be rid of it! 

Sincerely,
________
Version 2

Email Subject Line: HJ 17 is an Un-Equal Rights Amendment

Dear ___________,

I am a Washington voter in _____ District, and I am writing to urge you to vote “no” on House Joint Resolutions 28 and 17 for the so-called “Equal Rights Amendment.”

The “Equal Rights Amendment” will harm the rights of women and children in our country, damaging the laws designed to protect them! 

Written 100 years ago, before we had many laws protecting women’s interests, the ERA stipulates that there can be no differentiation in the law based on sex. Now, we have hundreds of laws protecting women and their unique interests, and the ERA would undermine those protective laws!

It would take too long to list here all the ways that legal protection for women would be harmed, but here are just a few protections which would be impacted:

· The Equal Pay Act of 1963
· The Civil Rights Act of 1964
· The Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972
· The Pregnancy Nondiscrimination Act of 1964

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg – who strongly opposed the ERA – wrote in Sex Bias in the U.S. Code that the ERA will change 800 federal laws!

But then, the ERA isn’t being promoted because it will help women – it’s being promoted to enshrine abortion in the constitution. While the ERA doesn’t explicitly mention abortion, its wording can provide a cover for legal abortion. 

Titans of the abortion lobby like Planned Parenthood and NARAL openly state this as their motive (Read citations here). They believe they can use the ERA to:

· Keep abortion legal even if Roe v. Wade is overturned
· Invalidate hundreds of pro-life laws
· Require taxpayer funding of abortion-on-demand

They have successfully used similar language in state-level legislation on many occasions, including Connecticut in 1986 and New Mexico in 1998, but the ERA would take the danger to a national level. (Learn more here). 

Ironically, Alice Paul, the feminist who wrote the original Equal Rights Amendment, was horrified that it was adopted by the abortion lobby. This is because she and the early suffragists were broadly pro-life, and Alice Paul herself called abortion, “The ultimate form of exploitation.”

This flawed amendment should have died in 1982, when its last extension ran out. Then, time could have been devoted to measures that will actually help advance women’s rights! Let’s not make that mistake again! 

Please vote against the Un-Equal “Equal Rights Amendment” so we can finally be rid of it! 

Sincerely,
________




Links to Websites

Abortion Lobby Citations: https://www.nrlc.org/uploads/era/ERA-AbortionQuotesheet3-5-20.pdf 

History of the ERA: https://www.facebook.com/studentsforlife/videos/610785246126948/ 
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